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AN INTRODUCTORY WORD TO THE 
‘ANARCHIVE’ 
“Anarchy is Order!” 





‘IT must Create a System or be enslav’d by 
another Man’s. 
I will not Reason & Compare: my business 
is to Create’ 
(William Blake) 


During the 19th century, anarchism has develloped as a 
result of a social current which aims for freedom and 
happiness. A number of factors since World War I have 
made this movement, and its ideas, dissapear little by 
little under the dust of history. 

After the classical anarchism — of which the Spanish 
Revolution was one of the last representatives—a ‘new’ 
kind of resistance was founded in the sixties which 
claimed to be based (at least partly) on this anarchism. 
However this resistance is often limited to a few (and 
even then partly misunderstood) slogans such as 
‘Anarchy is order’, ‘Property is theft’,... 


Information about anarchism is often hard to come by, 
monopolised and intellectual; and therefore visibly 
disapearing.The ‘anarchive’ or ‘anarchist archive’ 
Anarchy is Order ( in short A.O) is an attempt to make 
the ‘principles, propositions and discussions’ of this 
tradition available again for anyone it concerns. We 
believe that these texts are part of our own heritage. 
They don’t belong to publishers, institutes or specialists. 


These texts thus have to be available for all anarchists an 
other people interested. That is one of the conditions to 
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give anarchism a new impulse, to let the ‘new 
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anarchism’ outgrow the slogans. This is what makes this 
project relevant for us: we must find our roots to be able 
to renew ourselves. We have to learn from the mistakes 
of our socialist past. History has shown that a large 
number of the anarchist ideas remain standing, even 
during the most recent social-economic developments. 


‘Anarchy Is Order’ does not make _ profits, 
everything is spread at the price of printing- and 
papercosts. This of course creates some limitations 
for these archives. 

Everyone is invited to spread along the information 
we give . This can be done by copying our leaflets, 
printing from the CD that is available or copying it, 
e-mailing the texts ,...Become your own anarchive!!! 
(Be aware though of copyright restrictions. We also 
want to make sure that the anarchist or non-commercial 
printers, publishers and autors are not being harmed. 
Our priority on the other hand remains to spread the 
ideas, not the ownership of them.) 


The anarchive offers these texts hoping that values like 
freedom, solidarity and direct action get a new 
meaning and will be lived again; so that the struggle 
continues against the 


‘demons of flesh and blood, that sway scepters down 
here; 
and the dirty microbes that send us dark diseases and 
wish to 
squash us like horseflies; 
and the will-‘o-the-wisp of the saddest ignorance’. 
(L-P. Boon) 


The rest depends as much on you as it depends on us. 
Don’t mourn, Organise! 


Comments, questions, criticism,cooperation can be send 
to 


A.O@advalvas.be 


A complete list and updates are available on this 
address, new texts are always 


welcome!! 
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JOHANN MOST, A BIOGRAPHICAL 
SKETCH 


Johann Most, the illegitimate son of a clerk and governess, 
was born in Augsburg, Germany, in 1846. his mother died 
when he was a child and he was brought up by a stepmother 
who treated him badly. He also suffered from a disease that 
badly disfigured his face. 


In 1867 he moved to Vienna where he joined the 
International Working Men's Association (the First 
International). A committed socialist he became a well- 
known street orator. Most was jailed three times for his 
political activities and in 1871 he was deported from 
Austria. 


Most returned to Germany where he worked as a journalist. 
In 1874 he was elected to the German Reichstag but after 
the passing of anti-socialist laws he was forced to flee the 
country. 


In 1878 Most arrived in London where he converted to 
anarchism. The following year he began publishing Die 
Freiheit. When Most published an article in 1881 praising 
the assassination of Tsar Alexander II of Russia, he was 
arrested and sent to prison for 18 months. 


When Most was released from prison in 1882 he emigrated 
to the United States and settled in Chicago. Most continued 
to publish Die Freiheit and soon became the best known 
anarchist in America. He argued that the state should be 
ruled by a collective group of citizens. He believed that 
before this could happen that people would have to use 
violence to overthrow the government. Most's notoriety 


grew with the publication of his book The Science of 
Revolutionary Warfare (1885). 


Most met the Russian immigrantEmma Goldman in 1889 
and the two travelled the country making speeches on 
politics. They also co-authored the book Anarchy Defended 
by Anarchists (1896). However the two fell out over Most's 
criticism of her companion, Alexander Berkman, after he 
attempted to murder the industrialist, Henry Frick. 


Johann Most continued to publish Die Freiheit and books 
and pamphlets on anarchism until his death in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, in 1906. 


Thomas Nast, Johann Most, Harper's Weekly (29th May, 
1886) 


(1) EMMA GOLDMAN, LIVING MY LIFE (1931) 


My first impression of Most was one of revulsion. He was 
of medium height, with a large head crowned with greyish 
bushy hair: but his face was twisted out of form by an 
apparent dislocation of the left jaw. Only his eyes were 
soothing; they were blue and sympathetic. 


Most took me to the Grand Central in a cab. On the way he 
moved close to me. Something mysterious stirred me. It 
was infinite tenderness for the great man-child at my side. 
As he sat there, he suggested a rugged tree bent by winds 
and storm, making one supreme last effort to stretch itself 
toward the sun. The fighter next to me had already given all 
for the cause. But who had given all for him? He was 
hungry for affection, for understanding. I would give him 
both. 


(2) EMMA GOLDMAN, LIVING MY LIFE (1931) 





Hardly a week passed without some slur in Die Freiheit 
against Sasha (Alexander Berkman) or myself. It was 
painful enough to be called vile names by the man who had 
once loved me, but it was beyond endurance to have Sasha 
slandered and maligned. Most, whom IJ had heard scores of 
times call for acts of violence, who had gone to prison in 
England for his glorification of tyrannicide. Most, the 
incarnation of defiance and revolt, now deliberately 
repudiated the deed. 


At Most's next lecture I sat in the front row, close to the 
platform. My hand was on the whip under my long grey 
cloak. When he got up and faced the audience, I rose and 
declared in a a loud voice: "I've come to demand proof of 
your insinuations against Alexander Berkman. There was 
instant silence, then Most mumbled something about 
"hysterical woman," but nothing else. I then pulled out my 
whip and leaped towards him. Repeatedly I lashed him 
across the face and neck, then broke the whip over my knee 
and three the pieces at him. It was done so quickly that no 
one had time to interfere. 


THE BEAST OF PROPERTY 


JOHANN MOST (C. 1884) 


"Among the beasts of prey man is certainly the worst." This 
expression, very commonly made nowadays, is only 
relatively true. Not man as such, but man in connection 
with wealth is a beast of prey. The richer a man, the greater 
his greed for more. We may call such a monster the ‘beast 
of property." It now rules the world, making mankind 
miserable. and gains in cruelty and voracity with the 
progress of our so called ‘civilization " This monster we 
will in the following characterize and recommend to 
extermination. 


Look about ye! In every so-called "civilized" country there 
are among every 100 men about 95 more or less destitute 
and about 5 money-bags. 


It is unnecessary to trace all the sneaking ways by which 
they have gained their possessions. The fact that they own 
ALL, while the others exist, or rather vegetate merely, 
admits of no doubt, that these few have grown rich at the 
expense of the many. 


Either by direct brute force, by cunning, or by fraud, this 
horde has from time to time seized the soil with all its 
wealth. The laws of inheritance and entail, and the changing 
of hands, have lent a "venerable color to this robbery, and 
consequently mystified and erased the character of such 
actions. For this reason the "beast of property" is not fully 
recognized, but is, on the contrary, worshipped with a holy 
awe. 


And yet, all who do not belong to this class are its victims. 
Every off-spring of a non-possessor (poor man) finds every 
nook and corner the earth occupied at his entrance into the 
world. There is nothing which is "lordless." Without labor 
nothing is produced; and in order to labor, there are 
required not only ability and will, but also room to work, 
tools, raw materials and means of sustenance. The poor 
man must, therefore, by force of necessity, apply to those 
who possess these things in plenty. And, behold! the rich 
give him permission to continue his existence. But in return 
for this he must divest himself of his skill and power. These 
qualities henceforth his pretended "saviors" use for 
themselves. They place him under the yoke of labor --they 
force him to the utmost of his mental and physical abilities 
to produce new treasures, which however he is not entitled 
to own. Should he desire to deliberate for long before 
making so unequal a contract, his growling stomach will 
soon convince him that the poor man has no time that, for 
there are millions in the same position as himself and he 
will risk that, while deliberating, hundreds of others will 
apply --his chance is gone and he again will be at the mercy 
of the winds. 


It is the lash of hunger which compels the poor man to 
submit. In order to live he MUST SELL. - 
"VOLUNTARILY" SELL --HIMSELF every day and hour 
to the "beast of property." 


The bygone times, when the "ruling" classes, on their slave- 
hunting raids, threw their victims in chains and forced them 
to work, of which the rulers had all the benefit - the times 
when christian-germanic robbers stole entire countries, 
deprived the inhabitants of the soil, and pressed them to 
feudal service, were indeed terrible enough, but the climax 
of infamy has been reached by our present "law and order" 
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system, for it defrauded more than nine-tenths of mankind 
of their means of existence, reduced them to dependence 
upon an insignificant minority, and condemned them to 
self-sacrifice. At the same time it has disguised this relation 
with all sorts of jugglery so that the thralls of today--the 
wage slaves -- but partially recognize their serfdom and 
outlawed position, they rather incline to ascribe it to the 
caprices of fortune. 


To perpetuate this state of affairs is the only aim of the 
"prominent" classes. Though not always united among 
themselves -- one seeking to gain advantage over the other 
by tricks of trade, cunning in speculation and divers 
machinations of competition-yet in opposition to the 
proletariat they stand in one united hostile phalanx. Their 
political ideal is, therefore--in spite of all liberal phrases-a 
most powerful, centralized and brutal beadle government 


If the poor man, who is momentarily unable to sell himself 
to an exploiter of labor, or is already flayed to complete 
helplessness by the "beast of property," has recourse to 
begging-then the glutted bourgeois terms it "vagrancy," and 
calls for police; he demands pillory and prison for the poor 
devil who refuses to starve between mountains of food. 


Should the unemployed apply a little of the much vaunted 
self-help, that is, should he do in a small way, what the rich 
do daily with impunity on a grand scale, should he, in fact, 
steal, in order to live -- the bourgeoisie will heap burning 
coals of "moral indignation" upon his head, and, with an 
austere visage, hand him over relentlessly in charge of the 
state, that in its prisons he may be fleeced the more 
effectively, i.e., cheaper. 
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When the workers combine in order to obtain better wage, 
shorter hours of labor, or similar 


advantages, the money-bags immediately decry it as 
"conspiracy," which must be prevented. 


When the workers organize politically, it is denounced as 
resistance to the "divine" order of things, which must be 
nulified by laws of exception or discrimination. 


Should the people finally contemplate rebellion, an 
unceasing howl of rage raised by the "gold tigers" will be 
heard throughout the world -- they pant for massacres and 
their thirst for blood is insatiable. 


The life of the poor is valued as nothing by the rich. As the 
owner of vessels he places the lives of entire crews in 
jeopardy, when he is to fraudulently obtain high insurance 
for half decayed hulks. Bad ventilation, deep excavation, 
defective supports, etc., etc., annually bring death to 
thousands of miners, but this system of operation saves 
expenses, therefore augments the gains, and gives the mine 
owners no occasion to be sorry. Neither does the factory- 
pasha care how many of "his" laborers are torn and rent 
apart by machinery, poisoned by chemicals, or slowly 
suffocated by dirt and dust. Profit is the main thing. 


Women are cheaper than men: for this reason the 
capitalistic vampires with insatiate rapacity seek their 
blood. Besides, female labor procures them cheap 
mistresses. 


Child flesh is the cheapest: what wonder then that the 


cannibals of modern society continually feast upon juvenile 
victims? What care they that the poor little ones are thereby 
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bodily crippled and mentally ruined for life-that thousands 
of them, miserable and worn out at a tender age, sink into 
their graves? Stocks rise; that suffices. 


As the bourgeoisie, by means of its capital, completely 
monopolize all new inventions, every new machine, instead 
of shortening the hours of labor and enhancing the 
prosperity and happiness of ALL, causes on the contrary, 
dismissal from employment for some, reduction of wages 
for others, and an increased and intensified state of misery 
for the entire proletariat. 


When increase of production is accompanied by an 
augmented pauperization of the masses, consumption must 
simultaneously decrease and stagnation and crises must 
ensue. A superabundance of actual wealth in the hands of 
the few must create hunger, typhus, and other epidemics 
among the many. The injustice-yea the idiocy-of this state 
of affairs is evident. The money-bags of course merely 
shrug their shoulders. This they will continue to do until a 
rope well tied over their shoulders will end all further 
shrugging. 


The worker is not only fleeced in manifold ways as 
producer, but also as consumer. Numberless parasites seek 
to despoil him of his paltry income. 


After products have passed through various exchanges and 
storage stages, and their prices have been raised by jobbers 
and brokers ' profits, by taxes and custom house duties, they 
finally reach the retailers, whose customers are almost 
exclusively the proletarians. The wholesalers "make" (that 
is, fraudulently obtain) perhaps 10 to 20 per cent profit by 
their transactions; the retailer is dissatisfied with less than 
100 per cent. He makes use of all sorts of tricks for securing 
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this result, especially the most shameless adulteration of 
food. In close relationship to these swindlers are the 
numberless poisoners and adulterators of beer, liquors, 
wine, etc., who render the streets in all our great cities, and 
industrial centers unsafe with their nefarious traffic. Then 
there are the tenement-lords, who ceaselesly seek means to 
embitter the existence of the poor. The condition of the 
rooms become [sic] steadily worse, the rents higher, and the 
contracts more galling. The workers are crowded together 
more and more into rear houses, attics and cellar-holes, full 
of vermin, and musty. Prison cells are frequently far 
healthier than these pest-holes. 


When the worker is out of employment. he is again at the 
mercy of hordes of speculators in hunger, who are ready to 
pounce upon him order to complete his ruin. Pawnbrokers 
and others of similar ilk advance small sums at high interest 
on the last possessions of the poor. Their contracts are 
usually so arranged that they can hardly be kept; the 
pawned objects [are] forfeited and the poor wretch takes 
another downward step. The cut-throats, however, amass 
fortunes in a short time. The beggar is looked upon as quite 
a well-paying figure by certain sharks. Every copper which 
he has gathered in is unenviable way arouses the 
covetousness of the keeper of dirty holes and vile dens. 
Even thieves are subject to this capitalistic spoliation. They 
are the slaves of crafty concealers and "fences," who 
receive their stolen goods for a song. Yes even those 
unfortunate women, whom the present accursed system has 
driven to prostitution, are shamelessly plundered by keepers 
of brothels and houses of ill-fame. 


This is the lot of the poor from the cradle to the grave. 


Whether he produces or consumes, whether he exists or 
merely vegetates, he is always surrounded of (sic) ravenous 
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vampires who thirst for his last drop of blood. On the other 
hand, the rich man never stops his work of exploiting, 
though he may be utterly unable to assign a reason for his 
greed, He that has $1,000,000 would have $10,000,000; he 
that has $100,000,000 would have $1,000,000,000. 


The greed for wealth is closely associated with the greed 
for power. Wealth is not only a generator of more wealth, it 
is also a political power. Under the present capitalistic 
system venality is an all-pervading vice. It is as a rule a 
mere matter of price which will buy over who may he of 
service either by speech or silence, by the pen or by the 
press, by acts of violence or any other means, to the "beast 
of property," which by its golden dictates is the absolute, 
almighty divinity. 


In Europe and America there are several hundred thousand 
priests and ministers, specially provided for to poison the 
common sense of the masses. Numberless missionaries 
wander from house to house spreading senseless tracts, or 
commit other "spiritual" mischief. In the schools strenuous 
attempts are made to nullify what little good the training in 
reading, writing, and ciphering may bring with it. Idiotic 
maltreatment of "history" excites that blatant prejudice 
which divides people, prevents them from recognizing the 
fact, that their oppressors have so leagued together against 
them, and that all politics, past and present, has the only 
object in view, that of firmly establishing the power of the 
rulers, and thereby ensuing (slc) the exploitation of the poor 
by the rich. 


The hawking trade in "loyalty and other intoxicants" is 
attended to by the inkslingers of the daily press, numerous 
literary perverters of history, by political heelers of the 
various predominating cliques, rings, combinations and 
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organizations, by parliamentary windbags with seductive 
smiles, pledges on their lips and treason in their hearts, and 
hundreds of other politicians of all degrees and shades of 
villainy. 


Whole squads of bushwhackers are specially employed in 
mystifying the social question. The professors of political 
economy for instance, play the part of lackeys to the 
bourgeoisie, extolling the golden calf as the true sun of life, 
and using falsehood and knavery so "scientificaly," that 
they make the tanning of workingmen's hides appear as a 
benefaction to mankind. Some of those charlatans 
recommend social reform, or in other words, processes, 
based on the maxim of washing without wetting; not to 
mention their celebrated recipes for economizing and 
educating. 


While thus bamboozling the masses the capitalistic knights 
of plunder continue to perfect their mechanism of power. 
New offices are created. High positions in these are filled in 
Europe by the progeny of the former highwaymen (now a 
"nobleman") in America by the most crafty office hunters 
and the most wily thieves, who combine with their original 
purpose of authoritatively gagging the proletariat, the very 
pleasant business of till-tapping and forgery on a grand 
scale. They command armies of soldiers, gendarmes, 
policemen, spies, judges, prison-keepers, tax collectors, 
executors, etc., etc. The lower class of the beadledom are 
almost wholly recruited from the ranks of the non- 
possessors, and are only exceptionally [rarely] better paid. 
For all that, they display great zeal as spies, eaves-droppers, 
and poke-noses, as claws, and suckers of the state, which 
institution is evidently no more nor less than the political 
organization of a horde of swindlers spoliators, who 
without the tyrannizing machinery could not exist for one 
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day before the just wrath and condemnation of the 
oppressed people. 


In most of the old countries this system has naturally 
reached its point of culmination in the outer form. The 
entire disciplinary apparatus of the state concentrates in a 
monarchic power. Its representatives "by the grace of God" 
are, in accordance, the very quintessence of villainy. In 
them all vice and crime common to the ruling classes is 
developed to a monstrous degree. Their most agreeable 
occupation is a wholly murder ( war ) ; when they rob, and 
they do it often, they always rob entire countries and 
hundreds, even, thousands of millions. Incendiarism on a 
colossal scale serves to illuminate their atrocities. They 
adhere to the notion, that mankind exists for them to kick, 
cuff, and spit upon. At the best, they make it worth their 
while to select the most attractive women and girls from 
among their "subjects" to satiate their beastly lusts. The 
others have the right to "most obediently" die like dogs. 


By direct blackmail these crowned murderers of Europe 
annually pocket $50,000,000. Militarism, their pet progeny, 
annually costs $1,000,000, not taking in consideration the 
loss of life and labor. An equal sum is paid as interest on 
$20,000,000,000 of state-debts, which scoundrels have 
incurred in a comparatively short time. Monarchism in 
Europe then cost annually $2,050,000 000 that is to say, 
more than 10,000,000 of workers, the supporters of 
50,000,000 of people, earn as wages in the same time. 


In America the place of the monarchs is filled by the 
monopolists. Should monopolism in the alleged "free" 
United States of America develop at the rate it has in the 
last quarter of a century, there will remain free from 
monopolization only daylight and air, Five hundred million 
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acres of land in the United States, about six times the area 
of great Britain and Ireland, have been divided within a 
generation by the railroad companies and the great 
landlords of Europeo-aristocratic origin. Within a few 
decades Vanderbilt alone amassed $200,000,000; several 
dozen of his competitors in robbery bid fair to outdo him. 


San Francisco was settled hardly thirty years ago, to-day it 
harbors eighty-five millionaires! All the wealth of this great 
republic, although established but a century, its mines, its 
coalfields, its oil wells, etc., etc. has been "taken" from the 
people and are the property of a handful of daring 
adventurers and cunning schemers. 


The "sovereignty of the people" falls prostrate into the dust 
before the influence of these money kings, railroad 
magnates, coal barons and factory lords. These fellows 
carry the whole United States in their pockets, and that 
which is vaunted as untrammeled legislation and free 
legislation is a farce, a delusion and a snare. 


If this be the condition of the green wood, what may we not 
expect of the decayed timber? If this young American 
republic, with its nearly boundless territory and its almost 
inexhaustible [sic] natural resources has been so fatally 
corrupted and ruined in such a short time by the capitalistic 
system-why be surprised at the results of long continued 
abuses of similar nature in servile, rotten Europe? 


Indeed it seems as though this young American republic 
had for the present but one historical mission, of 
demonstrating beyond controversy to the people on this 
side of the Atlantic as to those on the other by the 
presentation of bare, tangible facts what an outrageous 
monster the "beast of property" really is, and that neither 
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the condition of the soil, the vastness of domain, nor the 
political forms of society can ever alter the viciousness of 
this beast of prey; but to the contrary, it proves, that the less 
a necessity naturally exists for individual greed and 
rapacity, the more dangerous to, and obtrusive upon society 
it becomes. It is not voracious to satisfy its wants-it devours 
for the sake of devouring only! 


Let those who labor to live understand, that this monster 
cannot tamed, nor be made harmless or useful to man; let 
them learn to know, that there is but one means of safety: 
unrelenting, pitiless, thorough, war of extermination! 
Gentle overtures are for naught; scorn and derision will be 
the result, if by petitions, elections, and like silly attempts 
the proletariat hopes to command the respect of its sworn 
enemies. 


Some say, general education will bring about a change; but 
this advice is as a rule an idle phrase. Education of the 
people will only then be possible, when the obstructions 
thereto have been removed. And that will not take place 
until the entire present system has been destroyed. 


But let it not be understood that nothing could or should be 
done by education. Far from it. Whoever has recognized the 
villainy of the present conditions, is in duty bound to raise 
his voice, in order to expose them, and thereby open the 
eyes of the people. Only avoid to reach this result by super- 
scientific reflections. Let us leave this to those well 
meaning scientists, who in this manner tear the mask of 
humanity from the 'better class" and disclose the hideous 
countenance of the beast of prey. The language of and to 
the proletariat must be clear and forcible. 
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Whoever thus uses speech will be accused of inciting 
disturbance by the governing rabble; he will be bitterly 
hated and persecuted. This shows that the only possible and 
practical enlightenment must be of an inciting nature. Then 
let us incite! 


Let us show the people how it is swindled out of its labor 
force by country and city capitalists, how it is euchered out 
of its meagre wages by the store, house, and other lords; 
how priests of pulpit, press, and party seek to destroy its 
intellect; how a brutal police is ever ready to maltreat and 
tyrannize it, and with a soldiery to spill its blood. Patience 
at last must forsake it! The people will rebel and crush its 
foes! 


The revolution of the proletariat-the war of the poor against 
the rich, is the only way from oppression to deliverance! 


But, some interpose, revolutions can not be made! Certainly 
not, but they can be prepared for by directing the people's 
attention to the fact that such events are imminent [sic], and 
calling upon them to be ready for all emergencies. 


Capitalistic development, of which many theorists assert 
that it must proceed to the total extinction of the middle 
class, (small bourgeoisie), before the conditions favorable 
to a social revolution are at hand, has reached such a point 
of perfection, that its farther progress is almost impossible. 
Universal production (in civilized countries ) can only be 
carried on, industrially as well as agriculturally, on a grand 
scale, when society is organized on a Communistic basis, 
and when (which will then be a truism) the reduction of the 
hours of labor keeps pace with the development of technical 
facilities, and augmented consumption with production. 
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This is easily comprehended. By wholesale production 
from 100 times more may be produced than the producers 
need in goods of equivalent value, and there lies the rub. 
Until lately, this surplus value has been but little noticed, 
because by far the greater portion of this so-called profit 
has been in turn capitalized, that is, used for new 
capitalistic enterprises, and because the industrially most 
advanced countries (the "beast of property" in those 
countries) export enormous quantities of merchandise. 
Now, however, the thing is beginning to weaken mightily. 
Industrialism has made great progress the world over, 
balancing exports and imports more and more, and for that 
reason new investments of capital becomes less profitable, 
and must, under such circumstances, soon prove entirely 
unremunerative. Universal crises must ensue and will 
expose these glaring incongruities. 


Everything therefore is ripe for Communism; it is only 
necessary to remove its interested inveterate enemies, the 
capitalists and their abettors. During these crises the people 
will become sufficiently prepared for the struggle. 
Everything will then depend on the presence of a well 
trained revolutionary nucleus at all points, which is fit and 
able to crystalize around itself the masses of the people, 
driven to rebellion by misery and want of work, and which 
can then apply the mighty forces so formed to the 
destruction of all existing hostile institutions. 


Therefore organize and enlarge everywhere the Socialistic 
revolutionary party before it be too late! The victory of the 


people over its tyrants and vampires will then be certain. 


Instead of here developing a "programme" it is, under 
present conditions, of far greater importance to sketch what 
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the proletariat must probably do immediately after the 
victorious battle to maintain supremacy. 


Most likely the following must be done: In every local 
community where the people have gained a victory, 
revolutionary committees will be constituted. These execute 
the decrees of the revolutionary army, which, reinforced by 
the armed workingmen, now rule like a new conqueror of 
the world. 


The former ( present ) system will be abolished in the most 
rapid and thorough manner, if its supports-the "beasts of 
property" and horde of adherents-are annihilated. The case 
standing thus: If the people do not crush them, they will 
crush the people, drown the revolution in the blood of the 
best, and rivet the chains of slavery more firmly than ever. 
Kill or be killed is the alternative. Therefore massacres of 
the people's enemies must be instituted. All free 
communities enter into an offensive and defensive alliance 
during the continuance of the combat. The revolutionary 
communes must incite rebellion in the adjacent districts. 
The war can not terminate until the enemy ( the "beast of 
property’ has been pursued to its last lurking place and 
totally destroyed. 


In order to proceed thoroughly in the economic sense, all 
lands and so-called real estate, with everything upon it, as 
well as all movable capital will be declared the property of 
the respective communes. Until he thorough harmonious 
reorganization of society can be effected, the proclamation 
of the following principles and measures might render 
satisfaction. 


Every pending debt is liquidated. Objects of personal uses 
which were pawned or mortgaged will be returned free. No 
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rents will be paid. District committees on habitation, which 
will sit in permanence, allot shelter to those who are 
homeless or who have inadequate or unhealthy quarters; 
after the great purification there will be no want for 
desirable homes. 


Until everyone can obtain suitable employment, the 
Commune will guarantee to all the necessities of life. 
Committees on supplies wil regulate the distribution of 
confiscated goods. Should their be a lack of anything, 
which might be the case in respect to articles of food, these 
must be obtained by proper agents. Taking such things from 
neighboring great estates by armed columns of foragers 
would be a most expeditious way of furnishing them. 


The preparation of provisions will be done effectively by 
communal associations of workmen, organized for that 


purpose. 


The immediate organization of the workers according to the 
different branches of trade, and of placing at their disposal 
the factories, machines, raw materials, etc., etc., for co- 
operative production, will form the basis of the new society. 


The Commune will-at least for the present-be supposed to 
mediate and regulate consumption. It, therefore, enters into 
contracts with individual workers associations, makes 
periodical advances to them, which may consist in drafts 
upon the communal wares collected and stored, and thereby 
give the death stroke to the old monetary system. 


Good schools, kindergartens, and other institutions for 
education must be founded without delay. The education of 
adults, which then will then be possible, must not be 
neglected or postponed. Truth and knowledge will be taught 
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in all churches, where no priestly cant will be tolerated. All 
printing presses must be put in operation to produce books, 
papers and pamphlets of educational value by the million, 
to be distributed everywhere, particularly in regions not yet 
liberated from thralldom. 


All law books, court and police records, registers of 
mortgages, deeds, bonds, and all so-called "valuable 
documents" must be burned. These indications only serve 
to show that the period of transition, which generally 
dismays those who otherwise energetically espouse a 
reorganization of society, because it appears difficult and 
arduous to them, need not be of such enervating nature. 


And now let us take a look at the ideal of our aspirations. 


Free society consists of autonomous, i.e., independent 
Communes. A network of federations, the result of freely 
made social contracts, and not of authoritative government 
or guardianship, surrounds them all. Common affairs are 
attended to in accordance with free deliberation and 
judgement by the interested Communes or associations. 
The people, without distinction of sex, meet frequently in 
parks or suitable halls, not indeed, to make laws or to bind 
their own hands, but in order to decide from case to case in 
all matters touching Public affairs, or for appointing 
individuals to execute their resolves, and hear their reports. 


The exterior appearance of these Communes will be 
entirely different fom that of the present cities and villages. 
Narrow streets have vanished, tenement prisons are torn 
down, and spacious, well-fitted palaces surrounded by 
gardens and parks, erected in their places, giving 
accomodation to larger or smaller associations brought 
together by identicalinterests, increasing comforts to a 
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degree which no individual or family arrangement could 
reach. 


In the country the people will will be more concentrated. 
One agricultural commune with city conveniences will take 
the place of several villages. The uniting farms hitherto 
separated, the general application and _ constant 
improvement of agricultural implements and chemical 
fertilizers, the growing perfection of the means of 
communication and transportation, etc., have simplified this 
process of concentration. The former contrast between city 
and country disappears, and the principle of equality gains 
one of its most important triumphs. 


Private property exists no more. All wealth belongs to the 
people or the communal leagues. Everybody, whether able 
to work or not can obtain from them such articles of 
necessity as he may desire. The sum total of necessities and 
comforts demanded, regulates the quantity of production. 


The time of labor for the individual is limited to a few 
hours a day, because all those able to work, regardless of 
sex, take part in production, because useless, injurious, or 
similar work will not be done, and because technical, 
chemical, and other auxiliary means of production are 
highly developed and universally applied. By far the greater 
part of the day can be spent in the enjoyment of life. 


The highest gratification will be found in freely chosen 
intellectual employment. Some spend their leisure time in 
the service of their fellow-men, and are busy for the 
common weal. Others can be found in the libraries, where 
they apply themselves to literary pursuits, or to gathering 
the material for educational lectures, or simply for private 
studies. Others again hasten to the lyceums, open to all, and 
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there hear science. Academies of painting, sculpture, music, 
etc., offer chances of education for such as follow the fine 
arts. 


Friends of childhood, especially those of the female sex, 
center about the places of education, where, under the 
direction of the real mentors of youth, they aid in the 
rearing and culture of the growing generation. 


Teaching will be done only in well ventilated, light rooms, 
and during fair weather in the open air. And in order to 
secure the equal development of mind and body, merry 
play, gymnastics, and work will alternate with the close 
application of the mind. 


Theaters and concert halls will offer free seats to all. 


Forced or procured marriages are unknown; mankind has 
returned to the natural state and love rules unconstrained. 


Vice and crime have disappeared with their original causes, 
private property and general misery. 


Diseases to a great extent cease to appear because bad 
lodging, murderous workshops, impure food and drink, 


over-exertion, have become things unknown. 


Man at last can enjoy life. The "BEAST OF PROPERTY" 
is no more!!! 
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THE GOD PESTILENCE 


JOHAN MOST 
Published by 
Freiheit Publishing Association 
New York 


Among all mental diseases which man has systematically 
inoculated into his cranium, the religious pest is the most 
abominable. 


Like all things else, this disease has a history; it only 
regrettable that in this case nothing will be found of the 
development from nonsense to reason, which is generally 
assumed to be the course of history. 


Old Zeus and his double, Jupiter, were still quite decent, 
jolly, we might even say, somewhat enlightened fellows, if 
compared with the last triplet on the pedigree of gods who, 
on examination, can safely rival with Vitzliputzli as to 
brutality and cruelty. 


We won't argue at all with the pensioned or dethroned gods, 
for they no longer do any harm. But the more modern, stir 
officiating cloudlollers and terrorists of hell we shall 
criticise, expose and vanquish the more disrespectfully. 


The Christians have a threefold God; their ancestors, the 
Jews, were content with a single simpleton. Otherwise both 
Species are quite a humorous crowd. "Old and New 
Testament;" are to them the sources of all knowledge; 
therefore, willing or not, one must read the "holy writ" if 
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one wants to fathom their shallowness and learn to deride 
them. 


If we only take the “history" of these deities, we find an 
ample sufficiency for the characterization of the whole. In a 
short sketch the case stands thus: 


In the beginning God "created" heaven and earth- 
consequently he found himself next of all ins complete 
void, where it surely may have been dreary; enough to bore 
even a deity, and it being but a trifle for a god to conjure 
worlds out of nothing by magic, like a juggler shaking eggs 
or silver dollars out of his coat-sleeves, so he (God) 
"created" heaven and earth. Somewhat later he moulded the 
still, moon and stars to suit himself. 


It is true, certain heretics, called astronomers, have 
established long since that the Earth neither is, nor could 
have been the centre of the universe, nor could its existence 
have antedated that of the sun, around which it revolves. 
These people have proved it to be sheer lunacy to speak of 
sun, moon and stars and with the sidle breath of the earth as 
being, compared with the former, something special and of 
great preponderance. It has been taught to every schoolboy 
that the sun is only a star, the Earth one of its satellites, and 
the moon an undersatellite of the Earth; and, furthermore, 
that the Earth, compared with the universe, far from acting 
a conspicuous part, is only an atom, looking like a rain of 
dust. 


But why should a god concern himself about astronomy? 
He does what he pleases, and poohoos science and logic. 
For this reason he made, after manufacturing the earth, first 
the light, and afterwards the sun. To-day even a Hottentot 
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can understand there can be no light can earth without the 
stuff, but God-well, he is no Hottentot. 


But let us continue to investigate. Thus far the "creation" 
was quite a success, but there was still something lacking - 
things ere not lively enough. The creator wanted some 
pastime, therefore he finally made man. Curiously enough, 
he now deviated entirely from the method previously 
applied. Instead of accomplishing this creation by a simple 
and imperative "let it be!” he made it exceedingly 
troublesome. He took a prosaic lump of common clay in his 
hand, modelled it into the figure of a man "after his own 
image," and "breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.” 
God being of infinite wisdom, benign, just, in short--- 
amability itself--it occurred to him that this Adam, as he 
had named his last article, being alone, would find life 
exceedingly tedious (perhaps he remembered his own 
former lonely existence to "Nothing"), and so he made him 
quite a nice, enticing little Eve. But in the meantime 
experience had evidently taught him, that the handling of a 
lump of clay was a rather unclean business, especially for a 
god, therefore he applied another new method of 
manufacture he tore (dexterity is no witchcraft, least of all 
for a god) a rib out of Adam's body, and changed it into a 
charming female. Whether this rib, extracted from Adam 
was restored at a later period, or whether after the 
performed operation Adam had to run about in the world as 
a "one-sided" individual, is a matter upon which the polite 
historian says nothing. 


Modern nat 

ural science has established that animals and plants have, 
through the most manifold ramifications, developed during 
the course of millions of years from simple molluscous 
matter to their present forms. Man is nothing but the most 
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perfect form of this development and, that he not only, had, 
some thousands of years ago, a very brutish appearance 
without Language, but also, that he--every other 
supposition excludes itself--must have developed from 
inferior, animal species. 


Consequently, natural science stamps God with his self- 
proclaimed creation of man as a preposterous braggart. But 
of what avail is all this?--God won't have any tomfoolery. 
Whether his tales have a scientific ring, or whether they 
sound like foolish babble, he commands belief in them, 
otherwise he will let it come to pass that his competitor, the 
"devil" will get you into his clutches, which is supposed to 
be quite uncomfortable. For in hell there is not only 
moaning and the gnashing of teeth, but, an eternal fire 
burns, an indefatigable worm is gnawing your soul and a 
dreadful stench of burning pitch and sulphur fills the air. To 
all these discomforts the bodyless man is supposed to be 
exposed. His flesh, of which he is void, is stewed; his 
decayed and fallen-out teeth clatter; he howls without a 
throat or lungs; he smells without a nose-and all this 
eternally. A devil of a god! Taking all in all, God is, as he 
candidly informs us in his autobiographical chronicle-the 
Bible-extremely whimsical and revengeful; actually an 
ideal model of a despot. 


Hardly were Adam and Eve in existence, before God took it 
as a matter of, course that this rabble must be governed. He 
decreed a penal code, which said categorically, "Thou shalt 
not eat of the fruit of the tree of knowledge!" Since that 
time no tyrant has existed anywhere, who did not lay down 
the same decree for the people. 


Adam and Eve did not respect this prohibition, therefore, 
they were exiled and sentenced to hard labor for life-they 
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and their descendants for all time to come. Beyond this 
"civil rights" were taken away from Eve, she being declared 
to be a bond-servant to Adam, whom she was to obey. 
Besides, both of them were to be under eternal divine police 
surveillance. Verily, not even William (the German 
Emperor), has got ahead of him as a haberdasher of human 
affairs. 


But in spite of God's useless severity to mankind they 
angered him more and more in proportion as_ they 
multiplied. How rapidly this multiplication took place is 
demonstrated by the history of Cain and Abel. After the 
former had slain his brother, he went into "a strange and, 
and took unto himself a wife." Where the location of this 
strange land, and whence the women that were to be found 
there, God has forgotten to mention, a matter of no surprise, 
considering the burden of overwork he had to perform at 
that time. 


At last the cup was overflowing. God resolved to destroy all 
mankind by means of water. Only a few specimens of the 
race were excepted, with which to make another trial. 
Unfortunately, notwithstanding all his wisdom, he had 
made a misgrab, for Noah, the chief of the saved, soon 
unmasked as a brand old toper, with whom his daughters 
raised "flail Columbia." What good could ever come of so 
degraded a family? 


Again mankind spread; again they developed to such 
simpletons and rapscallions in sin-about whom the 
renowned Mecklenburger sang-book states so much 
viciousness-that God felt like bursting with heavenly wrath, 
the more so, as all his exemplary local punishments, such as 
the destruction of whole cities with fire and brimstone, 
were entirely disregarded and "thrown to the dogs." He 
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resolved to destroy the whole mob, root and branch, when a 
really remarkable event occurred, which toned, him down 
considerably. Otherwise mankind would have been done 
for long ago. 


One fine day a certain "holy ghost" suddenly appeared upon 
the stage. He came hither like a wart over night, nobody 
knew whence. The Bible-scribe (God) merely says lie 
himself was the holy ghost. All at once we have to deal 
with a dual deity. Said holy ghost took a notion to descend 
in the shape of a dove, or rather of a cock-pigeon, and to 
enter into an intimacy with an obscure woman named 
Mary. In a sweet hour he "overshadowed" the selected of 
his heart, and lo! she gave birth to a baby boy, which 
occurrence, as God positively avers in the Bible, never 
encroached the least bit upon her virginity. Now, this boy 
was not only human, he was also God, being the son of God 
(of the holy ghost). The first mentioned God now called 
himself God the father, at the same time assuring us of his 
identity not only with the holy ghost, but also with God the 
son. The father to be his own son, the son his own father, 
and either or both the holy ghost. Thus the "holy trinity" 
was shaped.--Neat! 


And now, poor human brain, stand firm, for what now 
follows is enough to stagger a horse. We know that God the 
father had resolved to fricasee the whole human rabble. 
This intention filled the son with unbearable sorrow. He 
(being his own father), shouldered all the guilt of man; and 
allowed himself to appease the fury of the father (being his 
own son), to be cruelly put to death by the "to be redeemed" 
rabble --of course, not without subsequently ascending hale 
and hearty to heaven. This sacrifice of the son (who is one 
with the father), tickled the father (who is one with the son), 
to such an extent that he immediately proclaimed a general 
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amnesty--under conditions--which partly remain in force 
to-day. 


That is the "historical" part in the "Holy Scriptures." Here 
we see that absurdity and nonsense are put on so thick that 
those who already idiotic enough to digest such stuff are 
susceptible to the most crazy hallucinations. Among these 
must be classed first and foremost the doctrine of reward 
and punishment of mankind in the "great hereafter." It has 
long ago been scientifically proved that there is no 
existence of a soul independent of the body. That which the 
religious humbuggers call soul, is nothing more or less than 
the seat of thought, the brain, which receives impressions 
by means of the living senses, and by such impressions 
becomes active; and consequently, at the moment of 
physical dissolution this action necessarily must cease. But 
what care the deadly enemies to human reason for the 
results of scientific research? Just as much as is necessary 
to prevent their promulgation among the people. 


And so they preach the immortality of the soul. Woe to it in 
the "hereafter," if the body which here held it, has not 
punctiliously respected God's penal code during life. As 
these folks assure us, their "all bountiful," "all righteous," 
"all benevolent," "all merciful" God is a super-highly 
developed pokenose, sniffling into the minutest affairs and 
trifles of each and every individual, and making entries of 
all their shortcomings in his blacklist. He is quite a queer 
coon anyway. Under danger of giving new born babes a bad 
cold, he desires that, to his glory, they be drenched with 
water (otherwise baptized). 


He takes a heathenish delight in hearing an innumerable 


herd of his faithful sheep bleat their litanies to hire from 
their church-stalls, consecrated to such practices, or when 
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the most devoted of his adherents send aloft without 
cessation their pious "caterwaulings" and pray, or rather 
beg for all things possible and impossible, while he 
participates in bloody wars and receives the thanksgivings 
and frankincense of the victors as the "God of battles." 


He gets riproaring mad if anybody doubts his existence, or 
when a Catholic cats meat on Friday, or does not by 
repeated application to the confessional chair scrub off his 
sins; or when a Protestant does not hold in contempt the 
bones of saints and the paraphernalia and images prescribed 
for Catholics, or when he does not, as a rule, toddle through 
the world with a face long enough to stop a clock, turned up 
eyes, bent back and folded hands. 


If such a person dies impenitent, then his "all merciful" God 
decrees a punishment to him, in comparison to which all the 
scourges of the knout or cat-o'-nine tails, all pangs and 
sufferings of prison life, all privations of deportation and 
exile, all emotions of those sentenced to the scaffold, all 
pains of the rack and other instruments of torture that 
human tyrants ever invented, are only pleasant, agreeable, 
tickling sensations. This God exceeds in bestial cruelty 
everything malignant that we know of on earth. His prison 
is hell, his handman the devil, and his punishments last 
forever. He employs worms that never cease gnawing, fires 
which are never quenched, and other deviltries a 
thousandfold as chastisements and only shows mercy for 
minor transgressions after long periods of time, provided 
the transgressor died a Catholic; for these he has under 
certain circumstances provided a "purgatory," which differs 
from hell about as much as a jail from prison. It is fitted up 
only for comparatively transient inmates, with somewhat 
more lenient regulations; --but, at any rate, even in 
purgatory you will be singed mercilessly. 
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The so-called "cardinal sins" are never punished with 
purpatory, always with hell. These include among others 
"blasphemy," perpetrated by word, by writing, or by 
thought. Consequently, in this direction God permit neither 
freedom of the press, nor speech, not even of the unspoken 
thought. This in itself is enough to stamp him from the 
outset as a successful competitor in churlishness with the 
basest despots and tyrants of any country or time, but the 
means and the duration of his punishments augment the 
baseness of his nature to the utmost. Consequently this God 
is the most atrocious monster conceivable. 


His attitude is the more infamous in that he allows it to be 
said of him, that the entire world, and especially mankind in 
their behavior, are regulated by his omnipotent divine 
providence. He maltreats man for actions of which he 
himself is the originator or prime cause. How amiable, 
compared with this monster, are the tyrants of earth of the 
past and present time. Should it please God, however to 
permit a person to live and die happy in accordance with his 
(God’s) conceptions, he maltreats him still worse, because 
the promised "heaven," examined by gaslight, is a good 
deal worse institution than hell itself; for there you have no 
desires, you are always satisfied, without eve having a 
longing for anything. (But as without desire and attainment 
thereof no gratification is possible, so existence in heaven is 
without enjoyment.) Eternally employed in "beholding the 
Lord," eternally listening to the same strains from the same 
harps, eternally singing that same new and entrancing song 
in the same melody if not the one of "Gabriel blowing the 
trumpet in the morning," surely not anything more 
exhilarating. 
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This is the highest degree of getting-tired-after-a- 
whilishness. The occupancy of an isolated prison cell would 
be decidedly preferable. It is not surprising, then, that those 
who are rich and mighty enough to enjoy paradise on earth, 
should laughingly proclaim with Heine, 


"The angels and the birds may own 
The heavens for themselves alone!" 


And yet the rich and mighty foster and nourish divine 
idiocy and religious stupidity. It is, in fact, part of their 
business; It is, in fact, part of their business; it is really a 
question of life or death to the domineering and exploiting 
classes, whether the people at large are dumbfounded 
religiously or not. With religious lunacy stands and falls 
their power. The more man clings to religion, the more he 
believes-- the more he believes the less he knows-- the less 
he knows, the more stupid he is--the more stupid, the easier 
he is governed--the easier to govern, the better he may be 
exploited--the more exploited, the poorer he gets--the 
poorer he, the richer and mightier the domineering classes 
get--the more riches and power they amass, the heavier 
their yoke upon the neck of the people. 


The tyrants of all time and of all countries were always well 
acquainted with this train of thought, and for that reason 
always were on good terms with the priesthood of all 
creeds. Casual quarrels between these two kinds of enemies 
to mankind were at all times only of a domestic character, 
merely a struggle for supremacy. The priests or preachers 
know that they are done for, unless they have the "upper 
tendom" for a prop. It is no secret to the rich and powerful 
that mankind can only be enslaved and exploited when the 
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necromancers of the churches ingraft sufficient servility 
into the hearts of the masses of the people to make them 
look upon the earth as a vale of tears, to imbue their minds 
with the justness of the godly decree; "Serve ye your 
master" (those in authority), and to buy them off with an 
alleged "spare-rib" of which the people will get the soup in 
that home be yond the skies, the "Nobodyknows." 


Mr. Windthorst, Member of the German Parliament, Arch- 
Jesuit and Champion -of the Clerical Faction, once in the 
heat of debate gave us plainly to understand what the frauds 
and charlatans of society think in regard to this matter. 
"When the people lose their faith"-said he--"they will no 
longer bear their intolerable misery, but rebel!"---That was 
to the point, and should have aroused the minds of all work 
people to earnest reflection, if--yes,-- if the great majority 
of them had not become religious imbeciles to such an 
extent, that it were an utter impossibility to comprehend the 
simplest ideas, tho heard with normal ears. 


It is not in vain that the priesthood of all sorts- i.e., the 
"black gensdarmerie" despotism-----have always so 
strenuously exerted themselves to prevent the retrogression 
of religious sentiment, altho, as is well-known, when 
among themselves they could burst with laughter over the 
nonsense they preach for ready cash. 


During thousands of years these brain-defilers have 
instituted a reign of terror, without which the religions 
craze would long since have been abolished. Scaffold and 
sword, dungeon and- chains, poison and poignards, 
assassination and judicial murder, these were the means by 
which the religious insanity was upheld, forever a, blot of 
shame in the history of the human race. Hundreds of 
thousands have been slowly roasted to death at the stake "in 
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the name of God" because they dared to fend a stink in the 
biblical mire. Millions have in tedious wars been compelled 
to break each other's heads, to burn and sack entire 
countries, and, after wholesale murder and incendiarism, to 
spread disease and pestilence, all to maintain religion. The 
most excruciating tortures were invented by the priests and 
their accomplices to scare those into religion by the 
application of mundane devilishness, who had ceased to 
fear God. 


When a man maims the hands or feet of another, we say he 
is a criminal what shall we call those who maim the 
intellect of man, and, failing in that attempt, with refined 
cruelty destroy the body inch by inch? 


It is certainly true that to-day they can not carry on their 
nefarious "Godly" brigandage in the manner formerly in 
vogue, but [n lieu thereof have taken to worming into 
domestic affairs of families, influencing women, kidnaping 
children, and misusing the schools for the furtherance of 
their ends. Their hypocrisy has rather increased than 
diminished. After their attempts to abolish the newly 
discovered art of printing had signally failed, they with 
their usual cunning and craftiness utilized it, and have 
gradually to a great extent made the press of today servile 
to their cause. 


An old adage says, "Where a priest has trod, no grass will 
grow!" That means in other words, if a person is once in the 
clutches of the priests, his intellect becomes barren--his 
intellectual functions cease to operate in a normal way, and 
instead religious maggots and divine worms wriggle 
through his brain. He resembles a sheep that has the 
staggers. 
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These misguided, unhappy wretches have been defrauded 
of the real object of life; and, what is worse, they form the 
great crowd in the train of the, opponents to science and the 
march of reason, to evolution and liberty. Whenever new 
chains are to be forged for mankind, they are wiling to 
work: at the anvil as if possessed by demons. Whenever the 
road of progressive development is to be blockaded by 
obstacles, these Kaffirs oppose in their broadest front to the 
spirit of the times. The attempt to cure such imbeciles is not 
only a piece of good work to them, it is really an, attempt to 
cauterize a cancer which brings suffering to the whole 
people and: which must ultimately be unconditionally 
extirpated, of this earth is to become a fit habitation for 
mankind instead of being a play ground for Gods and devils 
to torment us. 


Out then with religion from he heads of the people, and 
down with priesthood! The latter are in the habit of saying, 
"The aim sanctifies the means." Very well, let us apply this 
precept against there. Our aim is to make mankind 
independent of every condition of slavery, of the yoke of 
social servitude as well as of the shackles of political 
tyranny, and, not least because last, of all bane of religious 
darkness. All means to attain this object, and made use of at 
all opportunities offering, will be acknowledged just and 
right by every true philanthropist. 


Every person, possessing common sense in place of 
religious insanity, neglecting to do the utmost in his power, 
daily, hourly, to overthrow religion, shirks a duty. Every 
person, released from deistic superstition, forbearing to 
oppose priesthood where, when and however an 
opportunity presents itself, is a traitor of his cause. 
Therefore, war to the black hounds! implacable war to the 
knife! Incite against the seducers of man, enlighten the 
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seduced! Let us make every means of strife subservient: 
The scourge of derision and scorn, the torch of science and 
knowledge, and where these are insufficient-weightier 
arguments- those that will be felt. 


For the ignorant, or rather those, craftily made and kept so, 
if they appear to have a little sense left, the following 
questions will be proper: 


"If God desires that we know, love and fear him, why does 
he not show himself? -- If he is as good as the clergy tell its, 
what reason is there to fear him? If he is omniscient, -why 
bother him with private affairs and prayers? --If he is 
omnipresent, why build him churches?-If he is just, why the 
supposition that man, whom he created full, of faults, shall 
be punished?--If man does good only by the grace of God, 
why should he be rewarded?--If he is omnipotent, how can 
he permit that we blaspheme?---If lie is inconceivable, why 
shall we occupy ourselves with him? --If the knowledge of 
God is necessary, why does he remain obscure?" Such 
questions are puzzles to them. 


Every thinking person must admit, that not one single proof 
of the existence of a God has ever been found; and besides 
this, there is not the least necessity for the existence of God. 
As we know the inherent properties and laws of nature, the 
presence of God, either within or beyond this nature, is 
really to no purpose, quite superfluous and evidently 
untenable. Morally the necessity for his existence is still 
more insignificant. 


There is a large empire, ruled by a potentate, whose 
demeanor creates differences of opinion in the minds of his 
subjects. He wants to be known, loved and honored, and 
that all shall obey him, but he never shows himself. Every 
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one endeavors to confound the conception of him by 
individual nations. The people, subjected to his power, have 
only such ideas about the character and laws of their 
invisible sovereign as his ministers see fit to make known, 
altho the latter admit, at the same time, that they are unable 
themselves to form a conception of their master, that his 
will is inscrutable, his views of things and, his properties 
unfathomable, and that even his servants disagree about the 
decrees sent forth by him; for in every province of his 
empire, the laws differ, and they accuse each other of 
having altered and forged them. These edicts and 
commandments, which they claim to have authority to 
promulgate, arc obscure; they are conundrums, which the 
subjects for whose special benefit and enlightenment they 
are issued, can neither understand nor solve. The laws of 
this hidden monarch require explanation, but those who 
explain are ever at variance themselves. Everthing that 
they, relate about their concealed’ sovereign is a chaotic 
mass of contradictions. They do not say one word that 
could not at once be proved as a lie. They speak of him as 
exceedingly good, but still there is no individual existing 
who does not complain of his mandates. They speak of him 
as infinitely wise, but yet in his administration everything 
opposes common sense and reason. They praise his justice, 
and still the best of his subjects are, as a rule, the least 
favored. They assure us that he sees everything, still his 
omnipresence alleviates no distress. He is, they say, a friend 
of order, yet in his domain everything is confusion and 
disorder. All his actions arc  self-de-determined, yet 
occurrences seldom if ever bear out his plans. He can 
penetrate the future, but does not know the things that will 
come to pass. He permits no insult to himself to go 
unpunished, but still submits to them from everyone. They 
arc amazed at his knowledge and the perfection of his 
works, yet his works are imperfect and of short duration, 
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for he creates, destroys, and constantly improves upon that 
which he has made, without even being satisfied with his 
productions. All his enterprises are for the sake of glory, yet 
his purpose, to be universally glorified, is never attained. 
He labors incessantly for the welfare of his subjects, but the 
most of them are in dire distress for the necessities of life. 
Those whom he apparently seems to favor most are the 
least satisfied with their lot. We sec them nearly all 
refractory to a, master, whose grandeur" they admire, 
whose wisdom they praise, whose benevolence they honor, 
whose justice they fear, and whose commandments they 
revere, but never keep. The empire is the earth; this 
sovereign is God; his vassals are the priests; his subjects are 
mankind-a fine conglomeration. 


The God of the Christians, as we have seen, is the God who 
makes promises only to break them; who sends them 
pestilence and disease, in order to heal them; a God who 
demoralizes mankind in order to improve them. A God who 
created man "after his own image;" and still the origin of 
evil in man is not accredited to him. A God who saw that 
all his works were good, and soon after discovered that they 
were bad; who knew that man would eat of the forbidden 
fruit, and still eternally damned him therefore. A God who 
is so dull as to allow himself to be outwitted by the devil; so 
cruel that no tyrant on earth can be compared with Mini- 
that is the God of the Jewish-Christian theology. He is an 
all-wise bungler who created mankind perfectly, lint could 
not keep them in that state; who created the devil, yet could 
not keep him under control; a God who is omnipresent, yet 
descended from Heaven to see what mankind was doing; 
who is merciful, and yet has, at times, permitted the 
slaughter of millions. An Almighty, who damned millions 
of innocent for the faults of a few who caused the deluge to 
destroy mankind excepting a very few with whom to start a 
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new generation, no better than the preceding - who created 
a Heaven for the fools who believe in the "gospel," and a 
hell for the enlightened who repudiate it. A divine charlatan 
who created himself through the Holy Ghost, and then sent 
himself as mediator between himself and others, and who, 
held in contempt and derided by his enemies, was nailed to 
a cross, like a bat on a barndoor; who was buried-arose 
from the dead-descended to hell-ascended to Heaven, and 
since then for eighteen hundred years has been sitting at his 
own right hand to judge the living-and the dead when the 
living lead ceased to exist. A terrible despot! whose history 
should be written in letters of blood, because it is a religion 
of terror. 


Away then with the Christian theology! Away with a God 
invented by preachers of the bloody faith, who, without 
their important nothing, by means of which they explain 
everything, could no longer revel in superfluity; no longer 
glorify poverty, and live in luxury themselves; no longer 
preach submission and practice arrogance; but who would, 
through the march of reason, be hurled into the deepest 
depths of oblivion. 


Away then with the malignant trinity--the murderous 
father-the unnatural son-the lascivious ghost! Away with all 
the debasing phantasies in whose name man is degraded to 
miserable slavery, and through the almighty power of 
falsehood has been deluded into hoping for the joys of 
Heaven as an indemnification for the miseries of earth. 
Away then with those, who with their sanctified 
hallucinations are the curses of liberty and happiness-the 
priesthood of all sorts! 


God is merely a _ spectre, fabricated by designing 
scoundrels, through which mankind is tyrannized and kept 
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in constant dread. But the phantom instantly dissolves, 
when examined under the glass of sober reflection. The 
defrauded masses become impatient. . and no longer fear 
the bugbear, but will rather hold out to the priesthood the 
word of the poet: 


"A curse to the idols to whom we pray'd, That in winter our 
hunger and cold be stay'd, In vain did we hope, in vain did 
we wait, To be humbugg'd and fool'd was ever our fate." 


It is to be hoped that they will not stand humbug ging and 
fooling much longer, but will, one of these 'fine clays throw 
their crucifixes and saints in the fire, ' transform their 
crucifixes and chalices into useful utensils, and make of 
their church"- theatres, concert and assembly halls, or, 
should they not be serviceable for that purpose, use them as 
cornbins or stables-find useful work for the priests and 
nuns, and then be surprised at themselves for not having 
done it long before. 


This short and terse method will, of course, only be 
consummated in the storm of the coming social revolution; 
in fact, at that moment, when the conspirators of 
priesthood, the princes, the nobility, the bureaucrats, the 
capitalists; and the exploiters of all kinds, are swept away 
as by a whirlwind, there cleaning state and church with an 
iron broom of the accumulated mire of centuries. 
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THE SOCIAL MONSTER 
A PAPER ON COMMUNISM AND ANARCHISM 


JOHAN MOST 


New York, Bemhard & [Bohenor], 167 William Street, 1890. 


A DAGGER in one hand, a torch in the other, and all his 
pockets brimful with dynamite-bombs -- that is the picture 
of the anarchist, such as it has been drawn by his enemies. 
They look at him simply as a mixture of a fool and a knave, 
whose able, purpose is universal topsy-turvy, and whose 
only means to that purpose is to slay anyone and everyone 
who differs from him. 


The picture is an ugly carricature, but its general acceptance 
is not: to be wondered at, since, for years all non- 
anarchistic papers have been busy in circulating it. Even in 
certain labor-organs one may find the anarchist represented 
as merely a man of violence, destitute of all noble 
aspirations, and the most absurd: views of the principles of 
anarchism occur in those very papers. 


As for the violence, which people take as the characteristic 
mark of the anarchist, it cannot and it shall not be denied, 
that most anarchists feel convinced that the development of 
the present social order cannot be brought upon its right 
track by peacable proceedings only. But that is a question 
of tactics which has nothing to do with principles. 


Anarchism means itself a new social order, and anyone who 


knows human life from its depths to its heights, and has the 
courage to fling aside all patching up and smoothing down, 
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all bargaining and compromising, and draw the necessary 
conclusions from past evolution, must arrive at the very 
principle on which this new order shall be built up. Our 
principle is: to prevent all command over man by his 
fellowmen, to, make state, government, laws, or whatsoever 
form of compulsion existing, a thing of the past, to establish 
full freedom for all. Anarchism means first and foremost 
freedom from all government. 


But--is really such a state of affairs desirable? Of course, 
those in command will answer: no. But those under 
compulsion? Nearly fifty years ago Marx demonstrated, 
how all political contests which have taken place during 
the, whole course of history, were class-contests. The class 
which reigned strove to maintain their government (archy), 
because they grew fat. on it, and the class which thralled 
strove to break up the government (anarchy), because it 
impelled them towards starvation. 


The name was different in each case, but the principle was 
always the same: anarchy against archy. And then again--if 
this be so, why is anarchism still an idea grossly 
missunderstood instead of having become, long ago, an 
idea completely realized? There can and some day there 
shall be given full answer to this question. 


At present it will be sufficient to remind the reader of the 
fact, that an idea may miscarry without getting lost. Look 
down this long series of contests. The results are palpable. 
The popular demand for freedom is stronger and clearer 
than it has ever been before, and the conditions far reaching 
the goal are more favorable, We are apparently nearer to 
anarchism at this moment than any one could have dreamt 
of a century ago. It is evident, that through the whole course 
of history runs an evolution before which slavery of any 
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kind, compulsion under any form, government of any 
description (archy) must break down, and from which 
freedom, full and unlimited, freedom for all and from all 
(anarchy) must come. For anarchism is not a fanciful idea, 
some kind of Utopia: 


Not, by any means. It is a natural and necessary issue of the 
progress of civilization itself. The goal towards which all 
human aspirations logically bend. And, of course, when a 
certain stage of social development thus at once defines 
itself not only as desirable but also as the logically 
necessarry result of hart evolution the question of its 
possibility, often raised by political philosophers who were 
weak rather than cautious, becomes of very slight 
consequence. 


From this also follows, that anarchism cannot be a 
retrograde movement, as has been maliciously insinuated 
that the anarchists march in the front and not in the rear of 
the army of freedom and that the supposed opposition 
between socialists and anarchists, asserted over and over 
again, is an open absurdity. 


Socialism, in the broadest sense of the word, encompasses 
every doctrine or tendency, which applies to human society. 
In its narrower sense the word means some special, more or 
less clearly defined system of social order. 


But even of the latter description there are many kinds of 
socialists, for in our days nearly everyone deals or dapples 
in social reforms. There are royal, aristocratic, christian, 
etc., socialists. William I. preached social reforms at every 
occasion, such as he understood them. Bismarck sometimes 
calls himself a socialist. Stoecker, the pastor, has 
propounded numerous conundrums of the kind. The 
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company is certainly somewhat mixed. For this very reason 
many serious socialists have long ago felt it necessary to 
point out some mark which allowed of no doubt with 
respect to the fundamental character of their intentions. 
They called themselves communists, thereby indicating that 
they intended to make the soil and all, that is in and on it, 
common property. They were not led on by pious wishes or 
fanciful speculations, but by sober observation of the 
present state of society, which necessarily provokes and 
absolutely demands a transformation in that direction. 


The class, that now reigns, the bourgeoisie, has completely 
reconstructed the whole mechanism of production and 
exchange. 


First the capitalist drove away the independent master- 
mechanic. Then, in their turn, the capitalists were driven 
away by stock-companies. But even the stock-companies 
could not hold stand against monopolies, trusts, pools, etc., 
and at this moment there is seriously spoken of, how to give 
not only certain branches of industry, but whole groups of 
enterprises a still more general form. 


The avowed purpose of this movement was to produce the 
greatest possible quantity of goods by the least possible 
exertion of human labor; and to a certain extent the purpose 
was reached. 


But another experience followed in the wake. The mass of 
the people fell from insufficiency into poverty, and from 
poverty into misery, and now it comes upon us, that if this 
movement is allowed to go on for any length of time, the 
human race, morally degraded, will die out from physical 
want in the midst of a world of plenty. 
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But such a state is downright insanity, and demands 
peremptorily a thorough reorganization of the social order. 
The establishment of an entirely new social system. 


To go back to the small industry of former days is not 
possible, however. The advantages of the mass-production 
and the organization of labor are too apparent ever to be 
given up. 


Consequently, nothing else is left but to make common 
property out of all that, which forms the fundamental 
conditions of production and exchange: to introduce 
communism. 


In this point all agree who are dissatisfied with the existing 
order, and want another which can make all men free; and 
equal and happy. It is therefore simply a bad piece of 
malice or a big piece of stupidity, when some people say of 
the anarchists, that in this very point they have taken up an 
adverse position. 


No! The anarchists are socialists, because they too want a 
radical social reform; and they are communists, because: 
they too feel convinced that community of property must 
form the only basis of such a reform. But there are 
something more. They have also a characteristic mark of 
their own, and neither socialism nor communism will ever 
fully satisfy them until thoroughly pervaded by the spirit of 
anarchism and, stamped with its mark. 


Meanwhile it is so much the more necessary for the 
anarchists to keep the character-mark of their stand point 
indicated by their very name, as there is quite a number of 
communists who -- singularly enough -- designate the 
future social order as a ,,State," the ,,State of the Future," 
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the ,,State of the People," etc., and provide this state with 
the most, monstrous. governmental machinery and laws by 
the bushel, as if the communistic society should be nothing 
but a mass of idiots taken care of by a number of 
mandarins. 


Of course, no consistent socialist or communist will have 
anything to do with such an idea. They know too well that 
the state is and always was a mere instrument of 
suppression and that the reigning class always has used and 
still uses this instrument to protect their privileges and force 
the mass of the people to submit. But what meaning could 
such an instrument of suppression have in a free country? 
There are no privileges to protect and no unprivileged to 
keep in awe. 


The establishment of communism is unthinkable until the 
present slavery has been abolished. Or is there some other 
kind of slavery to be established? If not, then any kind of 
government is useless, for a government which governs 
nobody is only a knife without a blade, and such a thing is 
not worth much. But if communism, in order to establish 
true liberty and equality, must free itself from any kind of 
government, then we have anarchism. 


When state and government have gone, laws must go. 
People who speak of "laws" in a communistic society, think 
perhaps only of those general rules of sensible and noble 
conduct which every good man finds it easy to observe. But 
in that case they use a wrong word. A law is a rule 
connected with an apparatus to compel obedience. Behind 
the law stand the court, the sheriff, the police, the hangman, 
etc., and who wants them? None, we guess. 
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Morally, the state, the government and the laws are the 
principal causes of vice and crime. But with the cause the 
effect will disappear. 


Industrially, they are the principal hindrances to success 
and plenty, for, experience, with respect to what is 
necessary and useful, teaches better what to do and how to 
do it, than any bureaucracy hovering above in the blind. 


If, indeed, anyone should think that, in the communistic 
society, man must still remain under some form of 
compulsion in order to, do what is right, and leave off what 
is wrong, he had better give up communism at once and 
abandon all hope for the human race. 


But fortunately the idea is a mistake. Mankind of to-day is 
not what mankind of tomorrow will be. Then is no 
necessity to seek refuge in dreams and speak to later 
generations. 


Sober experience has something to say in this case. 
Whenever some grand and magnificent event takes place, 
all who are connected with it, closely or distantly, undergo 
some change, from a slight modification to a complete 
transformation. With irresistible power it loosens something 
in them all and binds other things. 


Now, take the yoke of slavery from off the shoulders of 
man and place him in a sphere of full liberty and you shall 
see how naturally it comes to him to act towards his fellow- 
men as a brother towards brethren. For man is not bad by 
nature. Only as member of a society in which each looks to 
himself only and no one cares for the rest, has he become 
what to-day he is. 


a1 


From the institution of private property arose envy, avarice, 
graspiness, insolent haughtiness, courage tot defraud, lust in 
crushing, in short, the whole gang of the most common and 
the most dastardly vices, and with that institution they will 
also fall, giving room for brotherly love, a strong feeling of 
common responsibility and eagerness for everything 
conductive of general good. 


But life of such a character will never fit into the frame- 
work of a state, and when the communists shrink back from 
anarchism, -- it is the name, not the principle they fear. It is 
only a ghost that has frightened them. 


Nor is there any good reason why the other communists 
should stand aloof from the anarchists on account of their 
tactics. 


Anyone who is radically opposed to the present social order 
and works for a reform on the basis of community of 
property, must in the heart be a revolutionist. 


The difference between the anarchists and those among 
their co-workers who feel a little shy, is simply that the 
latter practice a kind of opportunist policy. 


But what is the use of it? The anarchists are no blood- 
hounds. They have no lust for murder and incendiarism. 
But they carry on a revolutionary agitation, because they 
know that the power of a privileged class has never yet 
been broken by peaceable means, and because they feel 
convinced that the bourgeoisie will also be removed by 
force only. 


Therefore they consider it absolutely necessary that the 
mass of the people never for a moment forgets the gigantic 
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contest which must come before their ideas can be realized, 
and therefore they use every means at their disposal - the 
speech, the press, the deed -- to hasten the revolutionary 
development. 


But who can take the matter seriously and blame them for 
that? 


Settled, once for all, it is, that the weal of mankind, as the 
future will and must bring it, depends upon communism; 
that the system of communism; logically, excludes any and 
ever relation between master and servant, and means really 
anarchism; and that the way to the goal leads through a 
social revolution. 


We understand very well, why capitalists, wire-politicians, 
press- and pulpit-bablers, philestines and old-foggies hate 
us from the bottom of their heart and we have more than 
once had an opportunity to show these social, political and 
heavenly priests, how well we comprehend their feelings. 


But we do not understand at all why attacks should be 
directed against us from the very labor-agitators, attacks, 
sometimes of incredible malice, often of petrified 
fanaticism, and generally of piteous lack of appreciation. --- 
As often as we have tried to set forth our views of modern, 
that is, communistic anarchism, we have been contradicted 
at the same time from two opposite directions. 


From one side we have been told, that we went too far, that 


we overlooked the necessary transition-forms of the social 
evolution, that the subreptitiously substituted anarchism for 
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socialism, and when we tried to explain that anarchism is 
simply a social order without government, such as it must 
present itself to the eyes of every consistent socialist, who 
fights for true liberty and equality, our explanation, was 
suppressed and the old assertion re-iterated, that socialism 
and anarchism are direct contradictions. 


From the other side we have quite recently been told that 
our tendencies are of completely reactionary character, that 
we run after the fala morgana of a by-gone individualism of 
mall-industry, etc. 


But how could we or anybody else perform the 
ledgerdemain: at the same time to pursue the ideal, of an 
ante-deluvian small-industry and yet make propaganda for 
some altogether too distant ideas of the future? Verily, we 
want some "scientific" Count Oerindur to tell us which is 
which! 


In reality the case stands thus: when our adversaries tell 
their followers that we deal in the ideas of an antiquated 
small-industry, they simply tell a lie, and when for the sake 
of argument they point to Benjamin Tucker, the black of 
their lie does not become whiter. 


Mr. Tucker is a pupil of the Manchester school, who has 
come too late into the market. He stands outside of the 
modern class-movement of the great mass knows not the 
laws according to which social development nowadays 
proceeds. 


He is ignorant both of the tendencies and the technical 
achievements of our industrial life, and when he speaks of 
anarchism, he represents no known social order at all, but 
simply paints out an illusion fostered by his own brain. 
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In Europe he is nobody, and in America he is somebody 
only in certain literary circles which, without any real 
understanding of the matter, follow a loose, sentimental 
longing to reform the world. 


To use that man as an argument against us, is simply a 
trick, but tricks are not legitimate weapons in a serious 
discussion. 


Sometimes also Krapotkin [sic] is quoted against us as a 
"true" anarchist and, of course, always on the supposition 
that he, like Tucker, rejects communism. 


But that is a grievous mistake. Krapotkin is namely the 
most decided communist who ever existed. It is due to him 
that in certain countries: France, Italy, Spain and Belgium, 
the anarchists emphasize their communistic Standpoint at 
every opportunity and in a some-what ostentatious manner. 


To him, as to us, communism is the main point, and 
anarchism merely the finishing touch. About tell years ago, 
at the anarchist congress of the Jura-Federation at St. Imier, 
he moved that a sacrifice should be made to the ruling 
prejudice by cancelling the name "anarchist" and adopting 
that of "free communist." The proposition was not carried 
but it showed, nevertheless, that Krapotkin first and 
foremost is a communist. Indeed, he is so far from being in 
opposition to communistic anarchism that, on the contrary, 
he may be considered its father. 


In all this there is nothing but malice or ignorance. But the 
attacks of our adversaries often present n new hue, no less 
detrimental to the cause, it is personal Squabbles, which 
have no other reason than personal rivalry and party- 
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maneouvring, may, find, if not a true justification, at least a 
natural excuse, as long as they are confined to the native 
soil from which they sprang, to Europe. 


But to carry them over to a foreign country and continue 
them here in America is utterly absurd. What interest could 
the Americans take in such futilitities? 


One should think, that the emigrant socialist would like to 
leave nil that stuff behind when crossing the ocean rind 
that, after arriving here, he at least would try to fit himself 
for the exigencies of the American propaganda 


But no! he seems to [unreadable] bound to haul along his 
fatherland by his boot-soles. Conscienciously he takes up 
here every thread he left off there. 


With the most minute exactness he imitates on American 
ground ail the movements of the social-democracy in 
Germany, undisturbed by the fact that the ground is 
another. But that is waste, if nothing worse. 


Overlooking the fact, that in principles there is hardly any 
difference at nil between the various groups of the 
movement, and' flint even the difference of opinion with 
respect to tactics seems not to be altogether irremediable, 
he floes to work and creates splits in the ranches, which 
have no natural excuse and still less any true justification. 


Much has been lost in that way and, curious to say, then he 
turns round upon us and reproaches us, that our method is 


"un-American." 


It has occurred to us, that no country in the world is to-day 
so well prepared for anarchist agitation as America. 
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In the monarchical countries of Europe people ,are still very 
enthusiastic for what they call the state of the people -- the 
republic-- and dream of the establishment of such an it 
institution as a means to solve the social difficulties which 
press upon them. . 


That enthusiasm must be spent, that illusion must burst 
before time- comes s far a really effective anarchist 
agitation, and such an opportunity will hardly present itself 
until a practical experiment with the dream has been made. 


In France the laboring man had a taste of what the state of 
the people can and will do for him, already in 1848, but the 
taste was not sweet. In 1871 he proved to have made some 
progress. He tried to establish the independent commune in 
opposition to the state. But the attempt failed and the plan is 
insufficient. 


After that time the "republican" government has taken good 
care to extinguish every spark of faith in the idea of a state 
of the people from, his breast. Still, France is not through 
with the experiment. 


In America, on the contrary, the state in which everything is 
done "by the people and for the people," has existed since 
more than a century; and who does not see that the true 
historical significance of this huge experiment is the terrible 
warning, it gives all future statesmen? 


To the government-cars are harnessed corruption, egotism, 
intrigue, that mean submissiveness which is the piteous 
inheritance of suppression through generations, and nothing 
else. All noble hearts, all intellectual heads have long ago 
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turned away from the whole government-machinery with 
[unreadable] disgust, and the poll they hate as the plague. 


Now, does anybody suppose that such men are not, 
somehow or other, perhaps unconsciously, tolerably well 
prepared for the ideas of anarchism? 


They are! Their faith in the goodness and power and 
wisdom and justice of the state they have given up long ago 
as a frivolous superstition, and now they have only left a 
choice between that pessimism which gives up humanity in 
despair and --- anarchism. 


That is the true reason for the terrible hatred which the 
conservative or reactionary party here bears to the 
anarchists, and which, in Chicago, led them to commit one 
of the meanest political crimes on record. 


It is observations of this kind, which: have dictated us our 
method of agitation, and our adversaries among our 
brethren had better examine the former before they 
condemn the latter-- as un-American. 


Probably the result would be, that they immediately join us 
in our battle against the church, the state and the bourse, 
that “holy trinity," which must be dethroned if room shall 
be made for liberty, equality and brotherly love. 


The principal objection which non-anarchistic socialists 
prefer against anarchism is its doctrine of "free contracts." 
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While the anarchists push on and proclaim, that, in a free 
society, all its members must form all their relations on a 
basis of free agreements, the non-anarchistic socialists look 
on with a smile of doubt and remain in the field of social 
compulsion. 


But it is of no use to them to argue that a system of 
compulsion, which presses equally on all in general, is not 
felt by any single individual in particular. The argument is 
nonsense. 


All people are not alike, nor do they feel the same thing in 
the same manner: And even if it were true, it would only 
argue in behalf of a milder form of the existing system of 
compulsion and not in behalf of a social order in which 
freedom itself is the only regulator. Nor is there any escape 
to be found in their reference to an almost everlasting 
voting by the whole people. Either the whole people is 
shrewd enough, to find what is' right at every point, and 
then any kind of political government or social 
guardianship is' entirely superfluous; or the whole people is 
not shrewd enough to prevent the formation of a well- 
drilled aristocracy of demagogues, and then we have the old 
story over again. 


It is, however, by no means necessary to launch out into an 
unknown world [unreadable] to form a well defined idea of 
how free contracts work. 


There is for instance the world's postal-union. Each 
individual postal organization enters the general 
combination on a simple agreement, concerning the 
services to be rendered and to be received. 
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There is no international court with power to summon and 
compel him who breaks the agreement; there are only 
conferences to mediate when irregularities or 
misunderstandings occur. 


Nevertheless, the agreement is never broken, for the simple 
reason that the party which did so, would hurt itself. 


And this institution, which can serve as a model for a 
multitude of similar free combinations in the most different 
spheres of human life, is by no means unique. There are the 
trusts, the pools, etc., formed by people who, as a rule, are 
not very sharp-sighted, so far as the general good is 
concerned. 


In most countries combinations of this character are illegal, 
and there is no law which can compel the parties to keep 
the contract. Nevertheless, it is seldom broken-- for the very 
same reason as above: self-interest. 


Then there are hundreds and hundreds of combinations, 
which now work with great success and_ perfectly 
harmoniously without any other kind of compulsion than 
the individual moral feeling, singing-societies, turner- 
associations, sporting-clubs, societies for political, literary, 
scientific, or artistic purposes, etc; and here it should not be 
overlooked that, whenever the government has interfered 
with the working of such associations, its interference has 
always proved a hindrance, never an aid. 


But when so much has been achieved by the free contract in 
a society like the present, in a world full of egotists, where 
are the limits for what it can do in a social order such as the 
one we intend to establish, in 'a social order founded upon 
communism, in which the institution of private property is 
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left out and thereby heat and water taken from every germ 
of egotism? At all events, in a society, all of whose 
members are free, and equal in the true sense of the words, 
there is no other means than free contracts, by which to 
form combinations or build up relations of any kind. 
Compulsion by laws of any kind or in any form is 
absolutely excluded by the very orders of liberty and 
equality. 


We have sometimes heard the argument preferred that in 
the economical sphere in which freedom rules, at least to a 
certain extent, as the government never directly interferes 
with the business of production and exchange, this very 
freedom has led to the direct results. 


The argument is, however, of a somewhat peculiar 
description; it has a wooden leg which we propose to cut 
off. 


When namely,iln the present society, the free movements 
of the economical world have brought us face to face with 
social questions of the greatest magnitude and most 
pressing urgency; the true cause "of this perilous situation 
is not the application of the principle of freedom, but, the 
institution of property, behind which the government itself 
stands guard. 


It is this institution, which has made the poor slaves of the 
rich, and it is the power of the state which keeps them in 
bondage. 


Nowhere in the problem is the economical freedom 
involved, but everywhere the institution of private property, 
which must be abolished, and the power of the state, which 
must be broken. 
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Of the part which laws and law-making will have to act in 
the coming social order, no sharp disagreement is necessary 
or even possible. The one fact, that each generation 
invariably considers the laws of its predecessor as gross 
mistakes, not to use any harder expression, throws a 
peculiar light on the subject. Indeed, the history of 
legislation must be defined as the history of the queerest 
errors possible. 


Or do not laws against magic, heresy, and innumerable 
other things, which at one time were punished with 
barbarous cruelty while now they pass by entirely 
unnoticed, impress us as a sort of mental aberrations? Was 
it not downright insanity to use the stake, the sack, or other 
instruments of cruelty as means by which to find out the 
guilt or innocence of a man? 


But can we be sure that a later generation will look with 
milder eyes upon our laws with their gallows and hangmen, 
their cells and chains? No! Buckle was right when he 
declared those laws the best which simply abolish former 
laws. 


There is, however, one more point in the dispute between 
us and our adversaries which needs a little further 
elucidation, the question namely whether those 
organizations which in the communistic society will be 
formed by free contracts, are likely to assume the character 
of centralization and federation. 


We think, in accordance with what experiences has proved, 
that earlier or later, but under whatsoever circumstances, 
centralization always must lay a large amount of power in a 
very few hands, which circumstance again must create a 


62 


kind of domination on the one side and cause a lack of 
liberty on the other. And we believe that once, when the 
social problem has been solved on the plan of communism 
all the world over, the idea of centralization shall present 
itself to the eyes of mankind as a monstrosity. Imagine a 
central-committee of a baker-generals sitting in Washington 
and prescribing to the baker-boys of Pekin and Melbourne 
they form and the taste of their rolls. That would be a 
slavery so complete as no mandarine ever dreamt of. No, all 
relations will regulate themselves according to practice and 
experience such as the no-government principle of 
anarchism demands it. 


And here we may stop having gone over the whole ground 
of our dispute with those other groups of the labor-party 
which incline more to the right and cling more closely to 
tradition. One by one we have taken up the various 
questions of principle and tactics which form the subject of 
the debate, also touching upon the unfortunate character of 
personality which the discussion incidentally has assumed. 


One by one we have demonstrated the true relation between 
anarchism and communism, between state and free 
contract, between centralization and federation, setting 
aright what a willful and inconsistent criticism has done 
wrong. Of course, our purpose in doing this has not been to 
make a split between us and our adversaries still wider; on 
the contrary, we have hoped to bridge it over. An 
immediate and complete unison we shall not expect, but it 
seems to us that with sufficient good will on both sides it 
should be possible to gather all the diverging groups into 
closed ranks and the immense importance of such a 
maneouvre with respect to the final issue of the contest 
must be evident to all. 
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Unfortunate in this respect is the subscription to some 
sharply defined platform which generally is demanded by 
all parties for admission. Doctrine is not life. There is 
something above the dogma and it is a pity, that the world 
has not seen it before. Words, even good words, have 
caused more discord in human life than perhaps anything 
else. Nevertheless, referring to the distinction we have 
made above between centralization and federation, it does 
not seem impossible to us to find some short formulas 
which covered the whole in a general way and yet left the 
details to the decision of each party-organization. 


There is, for instance, the Pittsburgh Proclamation, the 
declaration of the principles of the communistic anarchists 
of America. A recapitulation of its whole contents is found 
at the end. The two first paragraphs contain, approximately 
at least, all that is common to all communists. They read 
thus: 


First:-- Destruction of [unreadable] class rule, by all means, 
i.e. by energetic, relentless, revolutionary and international 
action. 


Second:-- Establishment of a free society based upon co- 
operative organization of production. 


This, or something similar, could be used as the general 
watchword, under which the socialists and the anarchists 
formed in line for battle. The rest could be left for those to 
settle who, having triumphed, must devote their energies to 
the development of a free community, -- a community in 
which each and every form of slavery is definitely 
abolished. 
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